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State air board intensifies enforcement of ‘truck rule’
By Noelle Cremers, Director of Natural Resources and Commodities, California Farm Bureau Federation

Truck owners, be ready: Starting 
next January, you won’t be able to 
register your truck with the state 
Department of Motor Vehicles 
if it’s not in compliance with air 

#FARM2U2019 to Educate 3,500 in 
Merced County 

The Merced County Farm Bu-
reau (MCFB) will be hosting the 
8th Annual FARM2U Day at the 
Merced County Fairgrounds on 
Thursday, October 10, 2019.  From 
9am-1:30pm over 3,500 third-grade 
students, teachers and parents from 
throughout Merced County will vis-
it with presenters in hopes of learn-
ing about how their food and fiber 
is grown in Merced County. They 
will also receive helpful informa-
tion about how to make healthy and 
nutritious decisions daily. 

FARM2U Day was created to give 
students an opportunity to interact 

Water interests are fighting California’s bid to block 
Trump’s environmental rollbacks

By Phil Willon, Staff Writer, Los Angeles Times
September 9 , 2019 - California 

is close to adopting strict Obama-
era federal environmental and 
worker safety rules that the Trump 
administration is dismantling. But 
as the legislative session draws to 
a close, the proposal faces fierce 
opposition from the state’s largest 
water agencies.

To shield California from Trump 
administration policies, lawmakers 
are considering legislation that 
would allow state agencies to lock 
in protections under the federal 
Endangered Species Act, Clean Air 

Act, Clean Water Act, Fair Labor 
Standards Act and other bulwark 
environmental and labor laws that 
were in place before President 
Trump took office in January 2017.

Written by one of the most 
powerful politicians in Sacramento, 
state Senate President Pro Tem 
Toni Atkins (D-San Diego), 
Senate Bill 1 has strong support 
from some of California’s most 
influential environmental and labor 
organizations, including some that 
helped get Gov. Gavin Newsom 
elected.

But several of California’s water 
suppliers and agricultural interests, 
which also flex ample political 
muscle, oppose the measure. This 
coalition includes the Metropolitan 
Water District of Southern 
California, which has made SB 1 a 
top lobbying priority.
The water agencies fear the state 
would cement into law endangered 
species protections and pumping 
restrictions that would add to 
uncertainties about pumping water 
from the Sacramento-San Joaquin 
River Delta.

U.S. Sen. Dianne Feinstein, 
joined by four Democratic 
members of Congress from the 
Central Valley, also sent a letter 
to Newsom on Friday echoing 
concerns raised by the bill’s 
opponents. Without changes, the 
legislation would “prevent the 
state from incorporating the latest 
science and other information in 
permitting decisions,” the letter 
stated.

“We’re stuck on one key issue, 

quality regulations.
Here’s the background. In 2008, 

California adopted an extensive 
regulation intended to reduce 
emissions from heavy-duty diesel 
vehicles, known as the Diesel 
Truck and Bus Rule. The rule has 
been phased in during the time 

since then, with compliance timing 
depending on the weight, age and 
use of the truck.

Heavy-duty diesel trucks are 
generally subject to the rule if 
they have a Gross Vehicle Weight 
Rating, or GVWR, of more than 
14,000 pounds and are designed for 

on-road use, regardless of whether 
they are actually driven on the road. 
By 2023, all trucks subject to the 
rule will have to be upgraded or 
replaced with an engine from the 
2010 model year or newer. There is 
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with farmers, ranchers and anyone 
who works within the food supply 
chain or natural resources. Specific 
topics will include plant production, 
livestock production, processing, 
and nutrition.  For some of these 
students in attendance FARM2U 
Day will be their first interaction 
with someone in the farming com-
munity.  

“In the midst of the some of the 
most challenging times of California 
agriculture, MCFB and our dedicat-
ed sponsors understand the critical 
need to engage and excite the leaders 
and consumers of tomorrow,” said 

Executive Director Breanne Ramos. 
She continued, “FARM2U gives us 
in agriculture the hope that the com-
munity will realize what they have 
in their backyard, and how this can 
be used to raise healthy students in 
Merced County.” 

 FARM2U Day is not open to the 
public, but MCFB welcomes spon-
sors to stop by, check-in at the front 
desk and take a tour of this exciting 
event. For more information about 
FARM2U or volunteering contact 
Breanne Ramos at (209)723-3001, 
email bramos@mercedfarmbureau.
org or drop by the office.
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FARM2U Day, MCFB’s largest 
educational day for county third 
graders, is fast approaching as 
the event will be taking place on 
Thursday, October 10. All third-
grade classes are invited to attend a 
fun-filled, two-hour field trip to the 
Merced Fairgrounds to experience 
all that is agriculture. Upon arrival, 
classes are directed to one of eight 
buildings stationed on the grounds. 
Within the buildings, presenters 
from throughout the agricultural 
community provide talks lasting 
eight minutes in length. It is here 
that students can learn on a variety 
of topics including water, livestock 
production (from beef to fish I 
might add), plants and processing. 
Classes then rotate outside to 
learn about aspects of agriculture 
they may have missed in their 
eight-minute presentations. This 
can include large tractors and 
equipment to packing horses. The 
event is a large undertaking for 
our organization, but one that has 
become incredibly rewarding. It is 
the small things that make the day 
all worth the stress. For many of the 
students in attendance it’s the first 
time they are taught the nutritional 
benefits in a healthy glass of milk, 
touch the wool of a lamb or learn 
the safety of being around a canal. 
We are in our 8th year of this 

highly educational program and 
while this is staff run and directed, 
it would not be what it is without 
the dedicated presenters, volunteers 
and donors. Each year these 
influential individuals attend with 
the hope of creating a spark in the 
attending students, catapulting them 
into programs such as 4-H, FFA 
and a general interest in agriculture. 
All of these folks have continued to 
be generous supporters year in and 
out, many with us since our first 
FARM2U Day which was called 
Farm to Fridge. Our local FFA 
chapters are heavily included in the 
event as they take on the task of 
not only being presenters but also 
herders (tour guides). It’s always a 
highlight to link third graders with 
the high school students, watching 
their interactions and discussions as 
the day progresses. 

For the past two years, FARM2U 
Day was run by Emily (Coate) 
Casner who held our Project 
Specialist position. Emily did a 
fantastic job in this role and not 
only improved FARM2U, but also 
made MCFB more efficient on 
a host of issues. Unfortunately, 
Emily’s last day with MCFB was 
September 6 as she elected to 
accept a position with Williston 
State College in North Dakota. As 
you read this, her and her husband, 
Matt, are already navigating their 
new chapter and colder weather. 
While we will absolutely miss both 
Emily and Matt, we appreciate the 
time we were able to work with 
them and will always consider them 
a part of the MCFB family. 

As the season is changing to 
fall, we at MCFB are also having 
changes of our own. I am sad to 
inform our membership that our 
program specialist, Emily Casner 
and her husband Matt, have decided 
to leave this wonderful state and 
take their talents to North Dakota. 
We have already let them know 
they should start investing in parka 
jackets. It always sad to hear when 
good people make the decision to 
leave this state. I wonder if our 
government in Sacramento will 
ever get the picture and understand 
their policies are driving these 
hard-working people away. How 
can the state afford our welfare 
system if we keep losing tax paying 
citizens to other states? Emily was 
a valuable member of our MCFB 
team. On behalf of our board of 
directors, I want to thank Emily and 
Matt for everything they have done 
helping MCFB and wish them the 
best of luck in North Dakota. 

On to all the damaging bills 
coming out of Sacramento for 
ag and the valley. On August 
30th the Senate and Assembly 
Appropriations Committees had 
their deadline of more than 650 
bills, which could move forward 
or place them on hold (which 
means they would be dead for 
this two-year legislative session). 

This deadline gives us a better 
understanding which bills we need 
to support or try to stop moving 
forward. 

The major bill which came out 
of the Assembly Appropriations 
Committee was SB1 (Atkins). 
SB1 was written to try to protect 
the state from any environmental 
changes made at the federal level. 
You have probably heard of this 
bill in the news as the Anti-Trump 
bill. Our state still cannot accept 
the outcome of the last presidential 
race. To get around the laws of our 
current federal government, SB1 
says the state has to follow all the 
federal environmental laws before 
January 2017. Any new federal law 
would not matter.

SB1 is a game changer for 
California ag for several reasons. 
It attempts to apply the California 
Endangered Species Act to the 
federal operations of the Central 
Valley Water Project. The state 
doesn’t have the authority to 
mandate an action by the federal 
government. This would lead 
to a collapse of the Voluntary 
Settlement Agreement (VSA) 
related to the Bay Delta Plan. 
Water districts and people around 
government were feeling more 
hopeful these VSA could be 
reached. If SB1 passes, these 
agreements would be thrown out 
the windrow and lead to years of 
court battles over unimpaired flows 
to the delta. A second thing SB1 
does would require the department 
of Fish and Wildlife to use old 
biological opinions. If the federal 
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government were to come out 
with a new biological opinion for 
a species the state would still use 
the older version. The biological 
opinions on the delta are over 10 
years. This means instead of using 
new science, the state would be 
basing their decisions on 10-year-
old data. Its been estimated using 
the old opinions could cost the 
delta over 750,000-acre feet of 
water this year. Thirdly, the State 
Water Resources Control Board is 
using SB1 as a way to get around 
finalized negotiations of the waters 
of the state policy. Negotiations to 
help protect ag took over 10 years 
and were just finalized in April. 

Language in SB1 will undo the 
April settlement by changing the 
definition of “waste and water of 
the state.” This will lead to more 
permits and cost to us in ag. 

CFBF sent out a Farm Team Alert 
to contact your legislators about the 
direr effects SB1 would have on 
ag and the Central Valley. Please 
fill one out if you received it and if 
you are not a Farm Team member, 
now would be a good time to check 
with our office about signing up. 
Farm Team Alerts are simple to fill 
out, takes less than 5 minutes and 
really does make a difference at the 
Capitol. As you have heard me say 
before there is strength in numbers. 

Losing an employee is always 
hard, no matter the size or type 
operation you run. Our only option 
is to do as any of you would – put 
our heads down and ensure we 
cover everything to the best of 
our abilities. Fortunately for our 
organization we are not short on 
staff all that often as employees 
tend to stay with MCFB; however, 

it also means that we wear several 
hats as we are small in nature. 
We will continue to press on and 
hope to be at full speed by the start 
of next month, just in time for 
FARM2U. 

We hope harvest is going well for 
you and welcome the opportunity 
to answer any questions or concerns 
as they arise! 

8: Agribusiness Committee of Merced County 
Farm City Banquet (8)

November 
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(Washington, D.C., September 3, 
2019) – Agricultural producers can 
now enroll in the Agriculture Risk 
Coverage (ARC) and Price Loss 
Coverage (PLC) programs, two 
popular safety net programs, for the 
2019 crop year. Interested produc-
ers must sign up for either program 
by March 15, 2020. 

The 2018 Farm Bill reauthorized 
and made updates to these two 
USDA Farm Service Agency (FSA) 
programs. ARC provides income 
support payments on historical base 
acres when actual crop revenue de-
clines below a specified guarantee 
level. PLC program provides in-
come support payments on histori-
cal base acres when the price for a 
covered commodity falls below its 
effective reference price. 

“The ARC and PLC programs, in 
combination with crop insurance, 
are the bedrock of the farm safety 

net for crop farmers and something 
I hear about frequently on the road,” 
said U.S. Secretary of Agriculture 
Sonny Perdue. “This exciting op-
portunity for enrollment in these 
programs marks the first time folks 
will have the opportunity to switch 
their elections since the 2014 Farm 
Bill was implemented. I am pleased 
to add that today’s announcement 
means our staff met yet another ma-
jor Farm Bill implementation goal 
and they are continuing to move full 
speed ahead.” 

Covered commodities include bar-
ley, canola, large and small chick-
peas, corn, crambe, flaxseed, grain 
sorghum, lentils, mustard seed, oats, 
peanuts, dry peas, rapeseed, long 
grain rice, medium grain rice (which 
includes short grain rice), safflower 
seed, seed cotton, sesame, soybeans, 
sunflower seed and wheat. 

Elections and Enrollment

Updated provisions in the 2018 
Farm Bill allow producers with an 
interest in a farm to enroll and elect 
coverage in crop-by-crop ARC-
County or PLC, or ARC-Individual 
for the entire farm, for program year 
2019. The election applies to both 
the 2019 and 2020 crop years. If a 
2019 election is not submitted by 
the deadline of March 15, 2020, the 
election defaults to the current elec-
tions of the crops on the farm estab-
lished under the 2014 Farm Bill. No 
payments will be earned in 2019 if 
the election defaults. 

For crop years 2021 through 2023, 
producers will have an opportunity 
to make new elections. Farm own-
ers cannot enroll in either program 
unless they have a share interest in 
the farm.  

Once the 2019 election and en-
rollment are completed, producers 
on the farm for 2020 can complete 
an enrollment contract for the 2020 
crop year beginning Oct. 7, 2019 
and ending June 30, 2020.  

Although 2019 enrollment begins 
Sept. 3, 2019 and must occur first, a 
producer waiting until Oct. 7, 2019 
to enroll is afforded the opportunity 
to enroll in either program for both 
2019 and 2020 during the same of-
fice visit. During this time, farm 
owners have a one-time opportunity 
to update PLC payment yields that 
takes effect beginning with crop 
year 2020. If the owner accompa-
nies the producer to the office, the 
yield update may be completed dur-
ing the same office visit. 

Web-Based Decision Tools
In partnership with USDA, the 

University of Illinois and Texas 
A&M University are offering web-
based decision tools to assist produc-
ers in making informed, educated 
decisions using crop data specific to 
their respective farming operations. 
Tools include:

Gardner-farmdoc Payment Calcu-
lator, the University of Illinois tool 
that offers farmers the ability to run 
payment estimate modeling for their 

farms and counties for ARC-County 
and PLC.

ARC and PLC Decision Tool, the 
Texas A&M user friendly tool that 
allow producers to analyze payment 
yield updates and expected pay-
ments for 2019 and 2020. Produc-
ers who have used the tool in the 
past should see their user name and 
much of their farm data will already 
be available in the system.

Crop Insurance Considerations
Producers are reminded that en-

rolling in ARC or PLC programs 
can impact eligibility for some 
forms of crop insurance. Producers 
who elect and enroll in PLC also 
have the option of purchasing Sup-
plemental Coverage Option (SCO) 
through the USDA Risk Manage-
ment Agency (RMA). Producers 
of covered commodities who elect 
ARC are ineligible for SCO on their 
planted acres. 

Upland cotton farmers who 
choose to enroll seed cotton base 
acres in ARC or PLC are ineligible 
for the stacked income protection 
plan (STAX) on their planted cot-
ton acres. To be eligible for STAX 
coverage, producers must not enroll 
their seed cotton base acres into the 
ARC or PLC programs. 

More Information 
On December 20, 2018, Presi-

dent Trump signed into law the 
2018 Farm Bill, which provides 
support, certainty and stability to 
our nation’s farmers, ranchers and 
land stewards by enhancing farm 
support programs, improving crop 
insurance, maintaining disaster pro-
grams and promoting and support-
ing voluntary conservation. FSA is 
committed to implementing these 
changes as quickly and effectively 
as possible, and today’s updates are 
part of meeting that goal.

For more information on ARC 
and PLC, download our program 
fact sheet or our 2014-2018 farm 
bills comparison fact sheet. To sign 
up for the program, visit your FSA 
county office.

2020 Enrollment Period to Open in October
Courtesy of Farm Service Agency 

Saturday, October 12 at 1 pm

Join us for pizza at the 
Le Grand Pizza Factory after the tour

YF&R will be providing pizza  

Live Oak Farms 
Le Grand, CA 

Please RSVP to the Merced County Fam Bureau at 
209-723-3001 or info@mercedfarmbureau.org 

 Packinghouse
Tour

Merced County Young Farmers & Ranchers
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WATER FROM PAGE 1
and that’s the Endangered Species 
Act,” Atkins said. “I’m keeping an 
open mind, but ... the intent of this 
bill is to protect programs that we 
have had in place for decades.”

While Atkins said she will 
continue negotiations with the 
bill’s opponents and will consider 
amendments, time is running out, 
since this year’s legislative session 
ends Friday.

Atkins appears adamant about 
keeping tough protections for 
endangered species in California.

She said the intent of the water 
suppliers and Central Valley 
agricultural interests is crystal 
clear — they benefit from Trump 
administration proposals to weaken 
the Endangered Species Act 
because that would allow them to 
divert more water from the delta.

“That is the hope on their part,” 
Atkins said.

The delta, the largest estuary on 
the U.S. Pacific Coast, is located at 
the confluence of the Sacramento 
and San Joaquin rivers and provides 
water for more than 25 million 
people and millions of acres of 
Central Valley farmland. The delta 
supplies a third of the Southland’s 
water.

Newsom’s position on the 
bill, known as the California 
Environmental, Public Health, 
and Workers Defense Act of 2019, 
remains unclear. His administration 
has been buffeted by intense 
lobbying by environmental groups 
who support the legislation 
and some of California’s most 
influential agricultural interests, 
business groups and water 
suppliers, who have been fighting 
for changes to the bill.

The California Chamber of 
Commerce also labeled the bill 
a “job killer,” saying businesses 
would have a difficult time 
navigating the litany of new state 
environmental and workplace 
regulations and almost assuredly 
would unleash a wave of legal 
challenges, causing even more 
uncertainty for companies.

But the legislation mostly stoked 
the ongoing clash between water 
users — Central Valley farms and 
Southern California cities — and 
environmentalists over efforts to 
protect delta smelt, Chinook salmon 

and steelhead trout in the delta by 
limiting the amount of water that 
can be siphoned away.

Jeffrey Kightlinger, general 
manager of the Metropolitan Water 
District of Southern California, said 
he’s worried — the legislation will 
create separate sets of endangered 
species projections and pumping 
restrictions on California’s two 
major water systems that draw 
water from the delta: the federal 
Central Valley Project, which 
is under the purview of U.S. 
Department of the Interior, and 
the State Water Project, which 
California authorities oversee.

Metropolitan draws water from 
the State Water Project, and 
Kightlinger said the amount of 
water his agency receives will be 
reduced if it has to abide by stricter 
state regulations than do customers 
of the federal water system. While 
Atkins’ legislation specifically says 
that state law will apply equally to 
both water systems, Kightlinger 
fears that would be susceptible to 
legal challenge.

“It would cost us water. We’d 
be able to pump less; federal 
contractors would be able to pull 
up more,” Kightlinger said.

Jennifer Pierre, general manager 
of the State Water Contractors 
association, said the state mandates 
also could derail voluntary 
agreements between water districts 
and state regulatory agencies that 
would allow greater flexibility 
in how to protect endangered 
species, including the use of habitat 
restoration and real-time water 
management techniques.

Pierre said the state law would 
require decade-old federal rules 
that regulate water pumping and 
species protections in the delta, 
called biological opinions, to be 
frozen into place, forcing new 
scientific findings that offer better 
management practices to be 
ignored.

Feinstein made the same 
argument in her letter to Newsom.

“Without additional flexibility, 
this provision would severely 
restrict voluntary agreements 
whereby water users would support 
additional flows and habitat 
improvements for salmon and other 
imperiled fish in return for some 

level of water supply reliability,” 
the Sept. 6 letter stated.

Doug Obegi of the Natural 
Resources Defense Council called 
the objections by water suppliers 
a ruse, saying the water agencies 
have a long history of trying to 
undermine endangered species 
protections so they can divert more 
water with little concern if native 
species go extinct.

“That’s been their M.O. for 
years,” Obegi said.

Obegi said the legislation already 
allows state agencies to incorporate 
the latest science when drafting 
management plans for the delta.

He also said the need for the 
legislation grows more essential 
with every day Trump is in the 
White House.

The Trump administration last 
month took action to weaken 
the 45-year-old Endangered 
Species Act, including removing 
protections for creatures recently 
added to the threatened list and 
allowing the federal government 
to disclose economic costs when 
deciding whether to list a species 
as endangered. The Interior 
Department says those costs will 
not be a factor in any decisions 
about species.

That came in the wake of the 
administration decision to roll 
back a series of Obama-era 
environmental policies, including 
stringent vehicle mileage standards 
and fighting climate change by 
phasing out coal-fired power plants.

In August, The Times also 
reported that federal officials 
suppressed a lengthy environmental 
report detailing how a number 
of California species would 
be jeopardized by Trump 
administration plans to deliver 
more delta water to Central Valley 

farms.
In the report, which is called a 

biological opinion, the National 
Marine Fisheries Service 
determined that siphoning out 
more water probably would imperil 
endangered Chinook salmon and 
threatened Central Valley steelhead, 
as well as endangered Southern 
Resident killer whales that eat the 
salmon.

“Given the rollback we see in 
D.C., we need the state to operate 
at multiple levels to resist the 
Trump administration,” Obegi said.

The Westlands Water District, 
a San Joaquin Valley irrigation 
district led by some of the state’s 
wealthiest growers, would be one 
of the biggest beneficiaries of 
Trump’s proposal to allow more 
water to be withdrawn from the 
delta.

Interior Secretary David 
Bernhardt, before joining the 
Trump administration, was a 
partner at a law and lobbying firm 
that represented Westlands and 
sued the Department of the Interior 
four times on behalf of it.

John McManus of the Golden 
Gate Salmon Assn. said increased 
water withdrawals from the delta 
that benefited the San Joaquin 
Valley farmers almost two decades 
ago almost wiped out the salmon 
and the salmon fishing industry. 
Salmon populations bounced 
back after 2008 when new limits 
on delta water diversions were 
implemented, he said.

“We’re hopeful that [the 
governor] appreciates the grave 
threat, not only to salmon, but the 
other native species in California 
if Secretary Bernhardt gets his 
way and diverts more water to 
his friends in the San Joaquin,” 
McManus said.



MERCED COUNTY FARM NEWS    SATURDAY, SEPTEMbER 14, 2019 PAGE 6

OCTOBER 3,  2019
12800 W.  SHIELDS AVE 
KERMAN,  CA
 

PATRON STEAK   
LUNCH & COMPLIANCE
TRAINING
CLASSES  INCLUDE DPR CE AND CCA CREDIT 
TOPICS: PESTICIDE COMPLIANCE, NITROGEN 
PLANS & MORE
No membership fees or buy-in required. 
 

Registration      
Classes Begin
Lunch Served 
Optional Class;
Sexual Harassment
Prevention for
Supervisors 
 
Please RSVP to Anna
925-989-1621
 

830 am:
900 am:

Noon:
115 pm:

OCTOBER 10,  2019
646 S STATE HIGHWAY 59,
MERCED,  CA 
 
OCTOBER 17, 2019
HARVEST HALL
3800 CORNOCOPIA WAY
MODESTO, CA

AGENDA

Database goal is to bring grazers, landowners together
By Ching Lee, Assistant Editor, Ag Alert

With growing concerns about 
wildfires and interest in ways to 
prevent them, the University of 
California Cooperative Extension 
is developing a statewide database 
that would help connect livestock 
owners who could provide grazing 
services with landowners who 
need vegetation management.

“We laugh about it being more 
like a dating service where 
everyone has their own profile,” 
said Stephanie Larson, the UCCE 
livestock range management 
advisor in Sonoma and Marin 
counties who is a lead on the 
project.

The impetus for the database 

system, she said, grew out of 
increased demand in her region for 
grazing services, adding that her 
office alone has received at least 
25% more calls in recent months 
from people looking for grazers 
who can perform weed-abatement 
services.

“It started in Sonoma because 
of our fire,” she said, referring to 
the 2017 Tubbs Fire that burned 
parts of Sonoma, Napa and Lake 
counties, and at the time was the 
most destructive wildfire in the 
history of the state.

That fire not only raised the 
community’s awareness about 
wildfires, but got people talking 

about the “need to do something 
for vegetation reduction,” Larson 
said, adding that she’s “always 
been pushing people to graze.”

“The fire got their attention, 
and now we’re providing them 
information: This is what grazing 
is, this is a tool. Here’s some folks 
in your area who can provide these 
services,” she said.

Though landowners tend to 
think of goats for weed abatement, 
Larson said she’s trying to 
“educate folks” about how sheep 
and cattle may be used in certain 
projects.

The UC database would be 
a three-tiered system, Larson 
said, with the first tier for the 
“neighborhood graze,” using 
smaller-scale producers with a few 
animals who are willing to graze 
small parcels. This could be a 
project for 4-H or FFA members, 
she said, “something that the 
students could learn from.” Those 
with smaller parcels also could 
join and scale up, allowing the 
same grazer to work multiple 
parcels in the same neighborhood 
or community, she added.
She described the second tier 

consisting of actual targeted-
grazing companies, producers with 
trucks and trailers who specifically 
provide grazing services and are 
paid to do it.

The third tier would be livestock 
producers who traditionally lease 
land for grazing. Larson said 
she envisions matching those 
producers with landowners who 
want to reduce vegetation on their 
land but don’t necessarily want 
to pay to have it done. With the 
growing shortage of grazing land, 
she said the database could help 
ranchers find suitable ground for 
leasing.

Larson said UC is focused on 
building the grazers list first and 

has received responses from about 
75 producers interested in being in 
the database. She said she hopes to 
have the website up by early next 
year. Though UC is developing 
and hosting the website, she said 
other details have yet to be worked 
out, including who will manage 
it, how to determine who goes on 
the list, whether there should be 
a certification process and if the 
website should have a user-review/
comment section.

“I’m willing to manage it, but 
it’s not my list to own,” Larson 
said. “I don’t want to be in the 
middle deciding who goes where,” 
adding that she wants the website 
to be “fluid,” allowing people to 
upload their own businesses.

To get the word out and to 
invite feedback, she has reached 
out to groups including county 
Farm Bureaus, California Wool 
Growers Association, California 
Cattlemen’s Association, the 
Range Management Advisory 
Committee, Fibershed and 
CropMobster.

Erica Sanko, executive director 
of Wool Growers, said the 
association in recent years has 
seen more requests from private 
landowners, municipalities and 
other public agencies seeking 
grazing services.

“There are more projects for 
targeted grazing than our current 
members can provide at this 
point,” she said. “They say there 
is definitely room to expand and 
there’s opportunities for other 
producers to get involved in 
targeted grazing as a service.”

The increased demand for 
grazers is not limited to projects 
related to wildfire mitigation. 
Sanko noted a “significant jump” 
in vineyards looking to sheep and 
goats to manage vegetation due to 
SEE DATAbASE ON PAGE  14
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For All Your Ag 
Lending Needs, 
Stop By One of 
Our Convenient

Branch Locations,
or Give Us A Call:

MODESTO
209-527-1900

•
TURLOCK

209-668-3522
•

MERCED
209-383-1116

•
PATTERSON
209-892-6136

•
LOS BANOS
209-827-3885

•
OAKDALE

209-847-7021

HELPING OUR
MEMBERS PROSPER

SINCE 1916!
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an exception for low-use trucks—
those driven less than 1,000 miles 
each year, with owners reporting 
mileage annually to the California 
Air Resources Board.

The Air Resources Board has 
been undertaking an extensive 
enforcement campaign. It has 
sent thousands of non-compliance 
letters to owners of trucks who the 
ARB says are not complying with 
the Truck and Bus Rule. Soon, an 
additional enforcement mechanism 
will take effect.

Starting Jan. 1, 2020, trucks that 
are not in the ARB database as 
compliant will not be able to be 
registered with the DMV. Anyone 
with a diesel truck subject to the 
rule should make sure the truck is 
in compliance, prior to going to the 
DMV to register the truck.

Trucks used exclusively in 
agriculture that were registered 
with the ARB by January 2015 
are eligible for an agricultural 

RULE FROM PAGE 1
compliance option. These trucks 
can remain in use until Jan. 1, 2023, 
so long as they are driven less than 
10,000 miles annually, with those 
miles reported to the ARB by Jan. 
31 each year.
Some diesel vehicles are 

specifically exempt from the Truck 
and Bus Rule. Exempt vehicles 
include snow-removal vehicles, 
personal-use motor homes or 
recreational vehicles, and pickup 
trucks driven exclusively for 
personal use that are between 
14,001 and 19,500 GVWR. For a 
pickup truck to be eligible for the 
exemption, it cannot be used for 
any commercial purpose; if the 
truck is used for an activity that is 
intended to produce a profit, it is 
not eligible for this exemption.

The ARB has developed a system 
to enter these exempt vehicles into 
a database, so the DMV can easily 
see the vehicles are not subject to 
the Truck and Bus Rule and can 

be registered. Additionally, trucks 
that were converted from diesel to 
another fuel type, or a truck with 
a 2010 or older chassis that has a 
newer engine compliant with the 
rule, should also be entered into 
the ARB system. The Excluded 
Diesel Vehicle Reporting system 
is available on the ARB website at 
ww3.arb.ca.gov/msprog/truckstop/
azregs/edvr.htm. If you own one of 
these exempt vehicles, you would 
benefit from entering it into the 
ARB system, to help with DMV 
registration in 2020.

There’s another wrinkle to 
complying with the rule: Certain 
California counties have attained 
air standards for oxides of nitrogen. 
Trucks in these NOx Exempt Areas 
may comply with the rule through 
installation of a particulate filter, 
or PM filter; by reporting annually 
to ARB that the truck is complying 
by meeting the NOx Exempt Area 
rules; and by being driven only 
within the NOx Exempt counties. 
Those counties are Alpine, Colusa, 
Del Norte, Glenn, Humboldt, 

Lake, Lassen, Mendocino, Modoc, 
Monterey, Plumas, San Benito, San 
Luis Obispo, Santa Barbara, Santa 
Cruz, Shasta, Sierra, Siskiyou, 
northern Sonoma, Trinity, Tehama 
and Yuba. If any trucks using 
this compliance option do not yet 
have PM filters installed, the ARB 
recommends those be ordered by 
September to ensure compliance by 
the Jan. 1, 2020, deadline.

California places numerous, 
costly and complicated regulations 
on businesses operating within the 
state. Certainly, the Diesel Bus 
and Truck Rule is one of those. 
To avoid the headache of showing 
up at the DMV to register your 
diesel truck and being told that you 
cannot, Farm Bureau recommends 
you work now to ensure your trucks 
are in compliance. Questions? Visit 
the ARB Truck Stop website at 
ww3.arb.ca.gov/msprog/truckstop/
truckstop.htm or contact your local 
farm bureau office. 

Noelle Cremers is a policy 
advocate for the California Farm 
Bureau Federation.

California Farmland Trust: 
16,000-Acre 

Milestone Achieved!
220 acres in Merced County

By California Farmland Trust Staff
What a year for farmland 
conservation! 16,000 acres 
conserved represents a huge 
milestone in California Farmland 
Trust’s vision of a California where 
our communities value farming as 
the best use of fertile farmland, and 
we all protect the farms that support 
our economy, environment, and 
quality of life. Public opinion to 
protect farmland is shifting; we see 
it in the form of more donors and 
more agency funding. From small, 
humble beginnings, to a still small 
staff, our community of supporters 
has protected 73 family farms. 
We’ve also built relationships with 
agency funders who now come to 
us seeking more farmland projects. 
Here are the highlights of the six 
farms we’ve protected so far this 
year in Merced County, forever 
dedicating a cumulative total of 220 
acres to feeding your family.
Kruppa Farm
The Kruppa Farm produces 
almonds and contains an almond 
huller operation in Merced County. 
The property is comprised of 

Prime Farmland and Farmland of 
Statewide Importance, which are 
needed for sustained agricultural 
production. In addition, its 
proximity to other protected farms 
creates a lasting opportunity for 
continued farming. This property 
was permanently protected by an 
agricultural conservation easement 
supported by the California 
Department of Conservation 
and California High Speed Rail 
Authority.
Magneson Property
The Magneson Property is 
permanent, fertile irrigated pasture 
land located in Merced County. 
This is the third property that 
the Magneson family has placed 
under an agricultural conservation 
easement, with nearly 500 acres 
permanently protected! This 
property supports the Magneson 
Dairy for grazing dairy cattle as 
part of their organic standards.
Slater Trust Farm
The Slater Trust Farm is 
located in Merced County 

SEE 16,000 ON PAGE  12
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April 9, 1927 - September 1, 
2019

Hebert Leslie (Les) McCabe, 
Jr., at 92 years of age passed away 
on September 1, 2019 surrounded 
by family.

Les was born to Hebert Leslie 
McCabe and Cora Laird Isley Mc-
Cabe on April 9, 1927 in Upper 
Lake, Lake County, California. He 
was a 4th generation Californian 
whose ancestors in 1852 settled 
in Lake County having migrated 
from Texas in an ox-driven cart.

Les was raised on the family 
homestead in Upper Lake, Cali-
fornia helping his dad grow wal-
nuts and raise sheep. While at-

tending Upper Lake High School, 
he met the love of his life, Eliza-
beth (Liz) Chase Downes. Upon 
graduation from High School 
in 1945, he enlisted in the Navy 
to serve in World War II. At the 
war’s end and his military ser-
vice, Les enrolled at the Univer-
sity of California at Davis earning 
a Bachelor of Science degree in 
Agriculture Education and a Mas-
ters of Education. He earned his 
Doctor of Education from Nova-
Southeastern University.

On June 28, 1947, Les and Liz 
married at the North Hollywood 
United Methodist Church. They 
celebrated their 72nd wedding an-

niversary this past June.
Les was a lifelong educator. He 

taught a total of eight years of 
high school agriculture at Marys-
ville, Lincoln and Yuba City High 
Schools. During that time he 
served as the Future Farmers of 
America (FFA) advisor; ten years 
in the University of California 
Agriculture Extension Service as 
a County Farm Advisor in Shas-
ta and Nevada Counties; and 30 
years teaching and administra-
tion as the Financial Aid Director 
and Vocational Dean at Merced 
College. He capped his work ca-
reers by being elected and serving 
16 years on the Merced College 
Board of Education.

Les McCabe was a child of the 
Great Depression and was born, 
raised, educated in, and held a 
vigilant passion for the impor-
tance of agriculture and agricul-
ture education. He considered the 
U.S. agriculture industry a mat-
ter of national security, requiring 
strong, clear, faithful and com-
mitted visions, energies and lead-
ership to continue the growth and 
maintenance of our country’s food 
and fiber production and services 
in the future. He took particular 
interest in helping agriculture’s 
youth in

4-H, FFA activities and at fairs.
Les loved donating his time and 

energies to Fairs. Les was the 
Livestock Superintendent of the 
Yuba/Sutter Fair for 11 years, a 
Director of the Placer County Fair 
for three years, Director and Past 
President of the Merced County 
Fair nine years, and Director of 
the Merced Spring Fair at Los Ba-
nos for eight years. In between fair 
board services, he helped ringside 
continuously at a fair from 1951 
through 2010. The Friends of the 
Merced County Fair and its goals 
was a top priority to him.

4-H and FFA was a natural 
for Les. He was a 4-H and FFA 
member himself earning the State 
Farmer degree while in the Upper 
Lake FFA. In addition to being an 
advisor to the 4-H and FFA as part 
of his jobs, he helped as a judge 
at the State FFA prepared and 
extemporaneous public speaking 
contests. He routinely provided 
coaching to youth in public speak-
ing contests at the local, section, 
region, state and national levels.

He encouraged and helped his 
children with their registered Suf-
folk Sheep projects and grew, 
picked, packed and shipped per-
simmons through the Blue An-
chor Cooperative from his 12 acre 
orchard.

Les is a member of the Cali-
fornia Ag Teacher Assn. Hall of 
Fame, Honorary State Farmer 
degree and Honorary American 
Farmer degree. He also received 
the Bell Ringer Award from the 
Merced CWA Chapter and the 
Merced County Agri-Education 
Award from the Merced City & 
County Chambers of Commerce.

Les is survived by his wife of 72 
years, Liz; five children: Lloyd 
(Sheila), Susanne, Bill (Paula), 
Brian, and Bob (Michele); nine 
grandchildren: Derek (Ping), Mi-
riah (Geoff), Alex, Chase (Kaci), 
Bailey, Kelsey, Alyssa, Matt, and 
Michael; and five great-grand-
children: Conrad, Lillian, Sienna, 
Makenna, and Harrison.

A Prayer Service will be held 
Sunday, September 8th at 2pm at 
the United Methodist Church, 899 
Yosemite Parkway, Merced, Cali-
fornia 95340.

Memorial donations in memory 
of Les can be made to the Merced 
College Foundation, Friends of 
the Merced County Fair, Merced 
4-H Sponsoring Committee, and 
the California FFA Foundation.

HEbERT LESLIE McCAbE, JR.
 Published in Merced Sun Star from Sept. 4 to Sept. 6, 2019

Farm City’s Forty Fifth Annual Banquet

Dinner Dance Fundraiser
Honoring outstanding citizens of Merced County in their Ag related fields

To benefit local students to further their education in agriculture
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________

SAVE THE DATE

Please contact any one of the following people for tickets:

Dori Silva, Heath Buie, Gina Garcia, Aileen Donohue, John Muller, Robert Sylvester, 

Breanne Ramos, Vikki Davis, Cody Jacobsen, Chad Crivelli, Kim Macintosh or Sarah Bell

*****************************************************************************************************************

If you know of an individual/family/business you believe should be nominated, please complete the form below 
and submit it to Agribusiness Committee of Merced County PO Box 2731 Merced, CA 95344 by September 15, 
2019.

Name of Nominee _____________________________________________________________________________________________

Address of Nominee___________________________________________________________________________________________

Phone Number of Nominee ____________________________________________________________________________________

Circle the Category for Nominee: 

Agri-Business          Ag-Education          Livestock/Dairy          Trees/Vines          Field Crops

Nominated By_________________________________________________________________________________________________

Friday, November 8

2019
AT Merced County 
Fairgrounds

Merced, CA 6:30 PM -10:00 PM
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School’s started, and so has our 
Back to School Drive! The Back 
to School Drive is a drive that 
involves students donating at least 3 
school items in any Ag class, and in 
return they receive an FFA point. It 
officially began August 14th. Each 
Ag class has its own donation box 
where students could leave their 
generous donations once they enter 
the class. Right away the students 
were more than eager to donate 
for the cause; piling up the box’s 
with notebooks, pencils, binders, 
and many more school items. The 
box’s (which were made by our Vic-
President M’Lyssa Frago and our 
secretary Derek Brusenski) were 
also decorated with purple and gold, 
fitting in perfectly with Livingston 
High’s school colors.  But where 
will the donations go once the Back 
to School Drive is over? Well, they 
will be donated to Willy’s Closet. 

Willy’s Closet is a place on 
campus for students to get 
clothing, school supplies, and 
other items that they need 
or may not be able to afford. 
Because of the donations from 
Livingston FFA members, 
students will now be able to get 
supplies that they need for the 
school year anytime by taking 
a quick trip to Willy’s Closet. 
The Back to School Drive 
is helping reduce the stress 
students might have from not being 
able to afford supplies and allowing 
every student a chance at passing 
with the needed materials that could 
have been too expensive otherwise. 
The drive ended September 3rd and 
was  a great success. As a chapter 
we gathered over 400 items! Thank 
you to all the students who donated 
and helped with the drive. If you are 
interested in learning more about 

Livingston FFA is Living to Serve
Neveya Villa, Livingston FFA Reporter

Sentinel Myles ballenger and our Secretary Derek brusenski with the 
donated items.

What a wonderful summer it has 
been for Golden Valley FFA!  This 
summer has been full of brainstor-
ming and recharging for the up-
coming school year. We can’t wait 
for new experiences and new people 
we will be able to build lasting rela-
tionships with. 

The 2019-2020 Chapter Officer 
Team has seven new officers. Chap-
ter President is Kindall Grisham, 
Vice President; Ashley Sandlin, Se-
cretary; Katherine Horal, Treasurer; 
Teddy Ragsdale, Reporter; Madison 
Kroeker, Sentinel; Cameron Ivy, and 
our Historian is Megan Garcia. 

In July, the Chapter Officers and 
our Ag Advisors went on a three day 
retreat to Bear Valley. During this 
time, we were able to brainstorm 
fun ideas for our upcoming year, got 
to know each other better, and made 
memories that will last a lifetime. 
The officers worked on leadership 
skills, took part in team bonding 
activities, such as kayaking and ma-

king every meal ourselves. We 
had an amazing time building 
better relationships with one 
another, and are so excited to 
begin this next school year!   

We are thrilled to present 
our theme for this school year; 
“Embrace Ambition”. This 
theme will be our foundation 
for the school year, and be our 
guide in all the decisions we 
make.  With this theme in mind 
we will encourage each student 
to build closer relationships 
with one another, explore what 
opportunities FFA has to offer, 
and embrace the idea of work-
ing hard to reach your goals. We 
want each student to find their pas-
sion within agriculture. Our mission 
is to show that everyone has their 
own story, however, we all come 
together and turn those hundreds of 
original stories into one.   

This year, we are planning to in-
crease our membership and main-

tain our school wide title of being 
the largest club on campus (we have 
over 700 members!). Golden Valley 
FFA will continue to advocate for 
agriculture in our community and 
school through many fundraisers 
and community events. We are eager 
to educate more students about agri-
culture and the abundant opportuni-

ties FFA has to offer. 
It will be a remarkable year and 

we have great expectations! To 
stay updated on all of our latest 
activities, fundraisers, and events, 
please follow us on Facebook, 
Instagram, Twitter, or by visiting 
our website at www.goldenval-
leyffa.com. 

Embrace Ambition
 Madison Kroeker, Golden Valley FFA Reporter

L to R: Cameron Ivy, Madison Kroeker, Teddy Ragsdale, Katherine Horal, 
Ashley Sandlin, Kindall Grisham

the Livingston FFA program visit our website Livingstonffa.org!
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incentives would have to quadruple 
to make electric cars affordable.

If your political dreams are tied 
to giant solar farms, you’ll need a 
place to sell that new electricity. 
No problem, just require people to 
use only energy you’ve anointed 
as “renewable.” That some of 
California’s most vulnerable 
populations live and work in the 
much-hotter Central Valley and will 
have to pay far more for that power 
is, well, their problem.

Such moral accommodations are 
not right, justifiable or equitable.

Senate Bill 100, enacted in 
2018, requires that California’s 
public utilities switch entirely to 
renewable energy by 2045. Until 
2030, hydropower generated at 
dozens of existing large-scale 
facilities won’t count as renewable. 

It is unfair to Valley for state not to count hydroelectric 
power as renewable energy

By Assemblymember Adam Gray, Merced Sun Star

Looking for fairness? Better 
consult a map if you’re in 
California.

For many living along the coast, 
it’s considered “fair” to make 
electricity more expensive in the 
name of fighting climate change. 
For people who rarely need an air 
conditioner, the added expense is 
a small sacrifice. For those living 
inland, where temperatures top 100 
degrees eight, nine or even 30 days 
a year, that sacrifice is far greater.

In several Bay Area communities, 
where median incomes are double 
to nearly triple those found in 
adjacent Valley counties, fat 
incentives to purchase a $75,000 
electric car seem justifiable. But in 
the northern San Joaquin Valley, 
where 85,000 people commute 
to the Bay Area every day, such 

Why would anyone remove safe, 
reliable and carbon-free power 
from the environmental scorecard?

It’s simple economics. Large-
scale hydro produces about 12 
percent of California’s energy each 
year. Because it is generated at 
existing dams, the cost to create 
hydropower is low. The only way 
to make solar and wind power 
more attractive than hydro is to 
arbitrarily put large-scale hydro off 
limits as “non-renewable.” That 
forces utility providers who own 
dams to replace their suddenly 
“non-renewable” hydro with mostly 
higher-priced solar and wind.

That extra cost will be passed 
along to customers.

The heaviest burden falls on 
places like Modesto, Merced and 
Turlock, where the weather is 
hotter and where irrigation districts 
have invested millions to create 
clean hydropower. The districts will 
have to buy solar or wind power 
to replace their “non-renewable” 
hydro. Worse, when they sell their 
suddenly excess hydropower, it 
will be worth less because it’s not 
“renewable.”

Over the next decade, those 
increased costs will amount to tens 
of millions of dollars to Valley 
ratepayers.

The same dynamic will hit 
the entire state. San Francisco, 
Sacramento, Oakland and Los 
Angeles all produce hydropower 
that won’t count, and all of it will 
have to be replaced. The state itself 
produces 2.3 million megawatts 
that can’t be counted. Pacific Gas & 
Electric has 26 hydro facilities that 
don’t qualify.

Some insist this is a necessary 
sacrifice to save the planet. That’s 
not true.

If every electron consumed 
in California was generated at a 
hydropower plant, we’d have the 
cleanest, least-polluting, most 
reliable power supply in the world. 

A study from the University 
of Stuttgart, Germany, showed 
hydropower is the cleanest power 
available; solar ranks fourth.

Refusing to recognize hydro 
as renewable won’t do a darned 
thing to save the planet. It won’t 
cut carbon emissions, make 
California’s air cleaner or our 
electrical grid more reliable. But it 
will push up prices.

The environmental movement, 
which pushed for SB 100, simply 
ignores its own hypocrisy. The 
Sierra Club applauded wildly when 
the state of Washington passed a 
clean-energy bill similar — but 
not identical — to California’s this 
year. In Washington, the state’s vast 
hydropower supplies are counted as 
clean and renewable.

I have asked the Assembly to 
put the question of hydropower’s 
status as renewable energy on the 
ballot and let voters decide how 
to count it. Knowing that’s a long 
shot, we’re also taking steps to go 
directly to voters.

The horrifying effects of climate 
change are clear. No one wants 
to turn back the clock and see 
power plants spewing fossil-fuel 
emissions. We’ll be delighted when 
California is using 100 percent 
renewable energy — including 
hydro.

Until that time comes, we 
shouldn’t be asked to waste our 
hydropower or pay higher prices 
for electricity that is no cleaner than 
what we’re already producing at 
dams up and down the state.

It’s not just about fighting climate 
change. It’s also about fighting 
for fairness. The poorest people in 
California shouldn’t have to pay 
more so that others can profit.

Adam Gray represents 
21st Assembly District, 
including Merced and part 
of Stanislaus counties. Email 
AssemblymemberGray@assembly.
ca.gov; phone 916 319-2021.
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Gold Members
Grimbleby Coleman CPAs

Holt Ag Solutions

Minturn Nut Company

Turlock Irrigation District

Winding Down and Gearing Up
By Danette Toso, Executive Director, Mariposa County Farm Bureau

As we say goodbye to summer, it 
is with mixed emotions for many of 
us.  While we enjoy a multitude of 
recreational activities and marvel at 
the natural beauty around us, there 
is always that underlying threat 
of a possible fire.    Each year in 
early summer, there is a collective 
holding of breaths as the dreaded 
fire season approaches.  We try to 
stay at least one step ahead of a 
disaster and prepare our homes and 
property for the worst.  This year 
was a fire rollercoaster that none 
of us want to ride again, with four 
fires starting in close proximity 
within 24 hours.  

I must admit, it’s difficult not 
to have flashbacks from the 
Detwiler Fire when I received a 
call that there was a fire at Cotton 
Creek Rd in Hornitos.  The many 
different scenarios, possibilities, 
dread, planning and praying that 
go through one’s mind on a 40 
minute drive home are profound.  
The lack of cell phone service in 
our area compounds anxiety levels 
immeasurably.  Landlines are of 
extreme importance in our area, but 
when the power is turned off, this 
adds yet another level of difficulty 
as our local telephone company is 
less than reliable.

CalFire was swiftly on the 
job and the firefighters worked 
tirelessly to extinguish the flames.  
With the heat and windy conditions, 
these fires could have been 
disastrous.   The fleet of planes 
and helicopters on these fires was 
impressive to say the least.  A heart 

felt thank you to CalFire 
and every person that kept 
our loved ones, homes, 
animals and property safe 
during these fires.  THANK 
YOU!!!

Now that the summer 
is winding down, we are 
gearing up for our Annual 
Fundraiser Dinner October 
12th at the Mariposa 
County Fairgrounds. This 
is the Mariposa Farm 
Bureau’s big event of the 
year, and the support we 
receive is nothing less than 
remarkable.   Once again, 
Bill Hodson and his gourmet 
barbeque crew will be 
preparing a delicious Ribeye 

Steak dinner.  As always, we will 
be holding a live, silent and dessert 
auction with all of the proceeds 
from desserts funding agricultural 
scholarships for 2020 high school 
graduates in our county.  Tickets 
are only $50.00 each with a table of 

8 for $350.00.  Please call Danette 
at (209) 742-5875 or email at 
mcfarmbureau@sti.net for tickets.  
MCFB office hours vary, so please 
leave a message, and your call will 
be returned as soon as possible.  
Each year at our dinner, MCFB 
honors an individual that has 
supported agriculture in Mariposa 
County. This year we are pleased 
to announce that Elnora George is 
that honoree.  Elnora has worked 
tirelessly as an advocate for 
agriculture over the years and she is 
the epitome of a Mariposa Rancher, 
business woman and community 
activist.  Please come join us in 
celebrating Elnora and her inspiring 
agricultural legacy.  

As always, I encourage farmers, 
ranchers and conservators to 
invite friends, neighbors and 
family members to join the 
collective voice of the Farm 
Bureau.  Together, we can make our 
organization stronger than ever, one 
member at a time.  
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BOBBY ROSA 
(209) 856-8820 

brosa@rppins.com 

JEFF WOLF 
(209) 856-8821 

jwolf@rppins.com 

LEROY ROCHA 
(209) 856-8839 

lrocha@rppins.com 

LUCIA FARAO 
(209) 856-8846 

lfarao@rppins.com 

WE SELL LAND

Jeff Stephenson
(209)777-4970

Sarah Bell
(209)769-4698

Stephanie Morgado-Lewis
(209)917-2390

DRE#'s 02021955, 01984144, 02020696

 The Gustine FFA chapter had 
27 members attend the Greenhand 
conference in Modesto on August 
22. Christina Moitozo, one of 
the freshmen that attended  the 
Greenhand Conference, said, 
“Last week I attended the 
greenhand conference at Modesto 
Junior College. It was such a great 
experience that I will never forget. 
I met a lot of people I cannot 
wait to see at other FFA events. 
I learned a lot about leadership 
skills and what I can do to help 
with meetings and other chapter 
events.” Garret Gomes also went 
to Greenhand conference and said 
this at the Gustine FFA’s latest 
meeting, “Greenhand was on 
Thursday, August 22nd, at MJC. 
Me and twenty six other kids went 
to the conference. It was very fun 
and we got to meet a lot of new 

people and make new friends that 
we will see in our future at other 
FFA conferences.” The event 
was very inspirational to the new 
members. The leadership skills 
that the Freshmen learned will 
follow them until the end of their 
FFA days. And hopefully for the 
rest of their lives. Some of the 
things the members learned at the 
conference were public speaking, 
jobs in agriculture and the impact 
of the agriculture community on 
our everyday lives. We wish our 
new members the best in their 
journey across high school, and 
the legacy they will leave behind. 
The Greenhand conference was a 
great experience for our students 
and was a great opportunity to get 
them involved in our FFA program 
at the beginning of their Freshman 
year here at Gustine High School.

Greenhand Conference 
Nicholas Alamo, Gustine FFA 

Members of the Gustine FFA who attended 
the Greenhand Conference

near Ballico and adjacent to 
three other protected farms 
creating a productive swath 
of conserved farmland. The 
property produces various row 
crops, and most recently sweet 
potatoes. It was permanently 
protected by an agricultural 
conservation easement supported 
by the California Department of 
Conservation and California High 
Speed Rail Authority.
Kruppa Reed Farm
The Kruppa Reed Farm is located 
near the little town of Ballico, 
and is surrounded by many 
other agricultural conservation 
easements. This property is 
home to almonds and row crops 
and was permanently protected 
by an agricultural conservation 
easement funded by CFT. This 
property is an example of the 
power connected properties have, 
when linked by location and 
conservation, to create sustained 
opportunities for productive 
farming in perpetuity.
 Tanner Farm
The Tanner Farm is located in 

scenic Merced County next to 
Kruppa Farm, Kruppa Reed 
Farm, and Slater Trust Farm 
creating a beautifully connected 
farming landscape. The Tanner 
Farm currently produces almonds 
and boasts Prime and Farmland 
of Statewide Importance soils. 
This property was permanently 
protected by an agricultural 
conservation easement funded by 
CFT.
 Gail Martin Trust Farm
The Gail Martin Trust Farm 
is located near Delhi. With 
sandy soils, it is perfect for 
orchard production and was 
recently planted with almonds. 
Historically this property has 
been planted in various row crops 
and most recently sweet potatoes. 
The farm was permanently 
protected by an agricultural 
conservation easement funded 
by the California Climate 
Investments – Sustainable 
Agricultural Lands Conservation 
Program administered by the 
California Department of 
Conservation.

16,000 FROM PAGE 7
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the former Florence Cardoza of 
Merced in 1942.

After the war, and during his 
life as a sweet potato farmer, he 
served as President of the Cali-
fornia Sweet Potato Council, and 
US Sweet Potato Council, where 
he was a Director for over 20 
years.  He was the first Califor-
nia farmer to attend the National 
Sweet Potato Convention, among 
other industry firsts.  Joe ser-
ved as President of the Merced 
County Farm Bureau, and was 
on the Board of Directors of the 
Nisei Farmers League.  He for-
med the California Sweet Potato 
Growers Co-op in Livingston, 
along with several other local 
growers, which is celebrating its 
50th anniversary this year.

His interests and community 
involvement were very diverse-
from serving as a founding 
member of the Livingston Me-
dical Group, to past-President 
of Livingston Rotary, to being 

known as the “Voice of Livings-
ton.” From 1946 to 1996, he an-
nounced all the Livingston High 
School football games, lending 
his strong voice to the communi-
ty by also announcing everything 
in Livingston from parades to 
radio programs. He served on the 
Livingston Elementary School 
Board and the Merced County 
Recreation Commission for many 
years. Joe’s acting skills even 
benefited the Livingston Little 
Theater Group, where he star-
red in several productions, most 
notably as Elwood P. Dowd in 
“Harvey”.

His love of baseball began at an 
early age and became a life-long 
interest that manifested itself into 
a devotion to the sport for over 
eighty years.  He organized the 
first kid’s hardball team in Mer-
ced County in the early 50’s.  He 
was particularly fond of Ame-
rican Legion Baseball, serving 
as a coach, sponsor, announcer 

and booster for over fifty years.  
This led to his being appointed 
the third Area Commissioner 
of Baseball.  All of these years 
of being involved in baseball 
in Livingston culminated in the 
community baseball field being 
renamed the “Joe F. Alvernaz 
Baseball Field,” something he 
was so proud of.

Joe was predeceased by his 
parents, Joe and Mabel Alvernaz, 
brothers, Arthur and John Al-
vernaz, and sister, Mary Geyer.  
He was also predeceased by his 
oldest son, Joey Alvernaz, in 
1980 and by his wife of 64 years, 
Florence, in 2007.

He is survived by five children, 
Judy Blevins, James (Colette) 
Alvernaz, and Benjamin (Debbie) 
Alvernaz of Livingston; Cecelia 
(James) Simon of San Diego, and 
Susan (Randall) Wilson of Ma-
riposa, a sister, Cecelia Luker of 
Atwater, 17 grandchildren and 13 

great grandchildren.
His light on earth has dimmed, 

but heaven is brighter as he has 
joined Florence, the true love of 
his life.

So long to our Dad, coach, 
neighbor and everyone’s friend.  
He will be deeply and painfully 
missed, yet celebrated, honored 
and never forgotten.

In lieu of flowers, the family 
requests that donations may be 
made to Grace Nursing Home in 
Livingston or to the Joe F. Al-
vernaz Memorial Fund to benefit 
youth baseball in Livingston.

Sweet Potato Joe was the 
Farm Bureau President from 
1983-1986 and hired long-time 
staff member Lorraine Passa-
dori when she showed up in her 
clown costume for the interview. 
Agriculture lost a strong advo-
cate that will truly be missed. We 
will continue to keep his family 
in our thoughts and prayers.

Sweet Potato Joe from page 1

Pazin & Myers, Inc.
129 West 15th Street
Merced, Ca  95340

Serving Merced and Mariposa Coun-
ties for over 35 years!

(209)725-2050

Meeting all of your residential, 
farming, commercial, and retail needs...

GASOLINE - DIESEL - QUALITY LUBRICANTS

It can sometimes be really hard to 
step out on a limb, and put oneself 
in the spotlight, especially as a 
freshman. That is why we were 
so enthusiastic and proud when 
24 of our very own Merced FFA 
freshmen stepped up and decided 
to attend this year’s Greenhand 
Leadership Conference. This being 
the first conference that freshmen 
are able to attend, it can be very 
intimidating and nerve racking to 
walk into that conference room, not 

knowing what to expect. Dancing 
on tables and meeting new people 
is not always everyone’s favorite 
thing to do, but by doing activities 
like this, people are forced to step 
out of their comfort zone and do 
things that they would normally 
be afraid to do. 

Our students started their day 
early in the morning to travel to 
Modesto Junior College  where the 
conference was held. Throughout 
the day of the conference, students 

participated in different activities 
that helped them learn about the 
basic principles of leadership. They 
joined together with students from 
other schools to gain experience 
working with others. Freshmen 
Fayth Bautista recalled “I enjoyed 
being able to meet other FFA 
members from local chapters and 
building connections that will last 
throughout my high school FFA 
experience. This conference has 
motivated me to become an active 
member in my FFA chapter.” From 
team building exercises to self 
reflection, everyone that attended 
the conference was allowed to 
explore the types of leaders that 
they have the potential to become. 
We know it is difficult for freshmen 
in a high school environment to 
feel as if  they have what it takes 

to lead others, but this conference 
is aimed at showing them that it 
doesn’t matter what grade, age, or 
size, a leader can be anyone.

Our chapter works very hard 
at encouraging the involvement 
of our younger members, since 
eventually, they will be the ones 
running our department. Our 
hope is that as we get students to 
attend conferences, such as this 
one, that they are able to strike an 
interest in FFA, and it causes them 
to want to pursue a future in our 
organization. There  are several 
opportunities that FFA gives to 
students to gain experience outside 
of the classroom, and it is up to 
the students to take advantage of 
what is put before them as an FFA 
member. For more information, 
please visit www.MercedFFA.org.

First Year FFA Members Grow as Leaders 
Roxy Foroutan, Merced FFA Reporter 

Mariposa County Farm Bureau Annual Fundraiser Dinner 

Please Join Us Saturday, October 12th at the Mariposa County Fairgrounds, 
Building A  

Doors Open at 5:00  

We will be serving a Ribeye Steak Dinner 

 Live, Silent & Dessert Auctions 

**All proceeds from the dessert auction fund our Scholarship Program** 

Agriculture Honoree ~Elnora George~ 

Tickets are $50.00 each and Tables of 8 are only $350.00 

Call Danette at (209) 742-5875 or email mcfarmbureau@sti.net for tickets 

Office hours vary, messages will be returned as soon as possible 

 

 

Students of Merced FFA during the Greenhand Conference 
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ANNUAL 

4-H 
DINNER 

& 
AUCTION 

Sponsored by 
Merced Elks 

October 26, 2019 
Dinner $40.00 per person 

Social & Silent Auction begin at 5:00 pm 
Dinner at 7:00pm 

Dessert & Live Auction at 8:00pm 

Merced Elk Lodge 
1910 M St 

Merced CA,  95340 

the cost and availability of labor. 
Demand in Lake, Sonoma, Napa 
and San Luis Obispo counties has 
“skyrocketed,” she added. Sheep 
and goats can get into areas such 
as steep hillsides that mechanical 
equipment cannot, she pointed out, 
and grazing livestock also provides 
nutrients back to the soil.

With more land being converted 
to crops such as trees and vines 
or urban development, Sanko 
said finding forage has become a 
growing challenge for ranchers, 

 DATAbASE FROM PAGE 6
and targeted grazing offers them 
an option. Some producers see 
targeted grazing as a way to 
diversify their business, giving 
them another potential income 
stream and adding value to their 
operation, she said.

Though the Wool Growers’ 
website maintains its own directory 
of producers who offer targeted-
grazing services, that directory lists 
only its members. The association 
also does not “serve as an 
intermediary,” Sanko said, nor does 

it categorize producers based on 
their size. The website also offers 
a “clearinghouse” where potential 
clients could list project proposals 
for grazers.

Billie Roney, a rancher who runs 
cattle in Butte, Tehama and Lassen 
counties and serves on RMAC, 
said she supports UC’s effort to 
“link up” landowners and ranchers 
who could do grazing. She noted 
that regulatory restrictions that 
limit grazing on public lands and 
predation issues have made it more 
difficult for ranchers to find grazing 
land.

Cattle will generally need to 
graze larger acreages, Roney said, 
“and it’s probably not next to a 

bunch of homes.” Commercial 
operations also focus on producing 
meat, Sanko said, and those 
producers are more mindful of 
forage quality so not to negatively 
affect their animals’ body 
condition, whereas targeted grazers 
know they are providing a specific 
service such as clearing an open 
space.

For contract grazers who want 
to advertise their services on the 
UC database, go to: ucanr.edu/
matchgraze. For landowners who 
are looking for grazers, go to: 
ucanr.edu/needgrazers.

Ching Lee is an assistant editor 
of Ag Alert. She may be contacted 
at clee@cfbf.com.



To be included in this 
directory, 

join the 
Mariposa County 

Farm Bureau 
at 742-5875.
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Mariposa County business Member Directory
SUPPORT FARM BUREAU BUSINESS MEMBERS

AGRICULTURAL SUPPLIES
gAllAwAy FEEd ANd SUPPly
374-3331
MArIPOSA FEEd & SUPPly
966-3326
BOOtJACk EqUIPMENt rENtAl & FEEd
966-3545

ASSOCIATIONS
35-A dIStrICt AgrICUltUrE ASSN. 
966-2432
MArIPOSA CHAMBEr OF COMMErCE 
966-2456
MArIPOSA COUNty FArM AdvISOr 
966-2417
MArIPOSA COUNty FArM BUrEAU
742-5875

CONSTRUCTION
BUCkS CONStrUCtION 
878-3702
tOBEy gUENtHArt CONStrUCtION
374-3334

fINANCIAL SERVICES 
INtEr-COUNty tItlE COMPANy
966-3653
yOSEMItE BANk
966-5444

hARdwARE STORES
COASt HArdwArd
966-2527
FOStEr ACE HArdwArE 
966-2692

MEdICAL 
MArIPOSA PHySICAl tHErAPy
742-7242

MISCELLANEOUS
AllISON SIErrA INC
966-4082
HAPPy BUrgEr dINEr 
966-2719
MArIPOSA FrIENdS OF tHE 
FAIrgrOUNdS FOUNdAtION
 742-4680
HUgH A. yAMSHON rANCH

MArIPOSA gUN wOrkS
742-5444
MINErS rOAdHOUSE 140
966-2444
PONy EXPrESSO
966-5053

REAL ESTATE
CAtHEy’S vAllEy rEAl EStAtE
742-2121

SERVICES
CHASES FOOtHIll PEtrOlEUM
966-3314
EdwArdS lIEN & tOSO Ag 
APPrAISErS 
634-9484
PAlMEr trACtOr
374-3470
rANCH FENCE, INC. 
966-5914
vAllEy PACIFIC PEtrOlEUM
948-9412
yOSEMItE glASS & wINdOw INC. 
966-3292

wINERIES
MOUNt BUllION vINEyArd
377-8450
rAUCH rANCH vINEyArd & wINEry 
742-7162

PRE-ORDER A 2020 CALENDAR
FEATURING HISTORICAL PHOTOS OF 

PAST AND PRESENT MERCED COUNTY 
TRACTOR DEALERSHIPS
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SUPPORT FARM BUREAU BUSINESS MEMBERS

AUTOMOTIVE DEALERS
SANTOS FORD
826-4921

REPAIRS & SERVICES
AC KING
722-3552
ATWATER TIRE
358-6475
ATWATER RADIATOR & MUFFLER INC
358-2638
CAR PLUS
722-3552
FREITAS AUTO WRECKERS
722-7086
PRO LUBE CENTER
383-9000
SCHOETTLER TIRE
723-1823
SKY BLUE MOBILE GLASS LLC
726-4500

CONSTRUCTION CONTRACTORS
ALLISON SIERRA, INC.
966-4082
CLENDENIN BROTHERS INC.
383-9367
DIAS CONSTRUCTION, INC.
634-9601
M-MIG CONSTRUCTION
631-6017
LANDSCAPE
BERGMAN LANDSCAPE
669-9138
FARM EQUIPMENT
BELKORP AG LLC
722-8031
GARTON TRACTOR INC.
862-3760
HOLT AG SOLUTIONS
723-2021
J M EQUIPMENT CO INC .
386-1797
KIRBY MANUFACTURING
723-0778
LAIRD MFG LLC
722-4145
N&S TRACTOR
383-5888

REAL ESTATE
FLANAGAN REALTY
723-4337 (MERCED)
559-665-1313 (CHOWCHILLA)
SARAH BELL, PROPERTY TEAM
769-4698
TONI MARQUES, CENTRY 21 M&M ASSO-
CIATES
489-0650
DICK TEMPLETON, COLDWELL BANKER
761-4441
RON SCANLON, COLDWELL BANKER
676-1666
RUCKER REAL ESTATE
722-6532
VALLEY REAL ESTATE SALES, INC
854-1000
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FARM SERVICES
GENERAL

A-BAR AG ENTERPRISES
826-2636
BRIGHTS NURSERY
389-4511
CADDYSHACK RODENT SERVICE LLC
(559) 363-3315
CAL AG SAFTEY
351-0321
CAL CORN GROWERS INC
(559) 665-5775
CAL PRO FARM LABOR
635-5909
CHIPPONERI ELECTRIC
634-4616
CHOzEN FEW RANCHES
585-8633
DAIRY LOGIC
777-7747
DUTCH DOOR DAIRY
648-2166 
FARM MANAGEMENT INC.
667-1011
GUERRERO FARM LABOR
492-0408
HORIzON FARMS, INC.
383-5225
J & F FERTILIzER
854-6325
LA FOLLETTE ENTERPRISES, INC.
632-1385
MACHADO FEED COMPANY
658-5943
MARCIEL & CO
777-0911
MID VALLEY AG SERVICE
394-7981
MODERN DAIRY
722-7452
MODESTO DAIRY SUPPLY
669-6200
PIERRE PERRET FARMING
769-0057
POLLINATION CONNECTION
877-970-BEES (2337)
SILVA & SONS CUSTOM SPREADING
667-2566
SILVA’S HAY SOURCE
777-7440

FOOD PROCESSING
A V THOMAS PRODUCE
394-7514
DOLE PACKAGED FROzEN FOODS
358-5643
MINTURN HULLER COOP INC.
(559) 665-1185
PARREIRA ALMOND PROCESSING CO.
826-1262
SENSIENT NATURAL INGREDIENTS
800-558-9892
YOSEMITE FARMS
383-3411

LIVESTOCK SERVICES
NEWMAN STOCKYARDS
862-4500
NICHOLAS CALF RANCH
725-8253

HARVESTING & HAULING
BERTUCCIO HAY
761-6247
CASTILLO BROTHERS TRUCKING
392-3817
DIAMOND J FARMS
564-0870
MINTURN HULLER CO-OP
(559) 665-1185
NORTHERN MERCED HULLING
667-2308
WALLACE & SON
382-0131

IRRIGATION, WELLS, & SEPTIC
ALLISON SIERRA, INC.
966-4082
AGRI VALLEY IRRIGATION
384-8494
DICKEY’S PUMP SERVICE
394-3112
FRASIER IRRIGATION COMPANY
387-4202
PRECISION AQUA
756-2025
QUALITY WELL DRILLERS
357-0675
RAIN FOR RENT/WESTSIDE PUMP
(559) 693-4135
ROBAL INC.
826-4540
SAN LUIS PUMP COMPANY
383-0464
SHANNON PUMP COMPANY
723-3904

INSECT & WEED CONTROL
AGRECOM
678-1429
ENVIRONMENTAL SPRAYING SERVICE
667-1038
MALM AG PEST MANAGEMENT
392-6905
MERCED CO MOSQUITO ABATEMENT DIST
722-1527
STAR CREEK LAND STEWARDS
704-1790

FARM SUPPLIES
AG FLAG
357-3424
CAL FARM SERVICE
358-1554
KELLOGGS SUPPLY
722-1501
LIVINGSTON TRUE VALUE HARDWARE &
FARM SUPPLIES
MODESTO DAIRY SUPPLY
669-6200
STANISLAUS FARM SUPPLY
723-0704

FUEL SERVICES 
W H BRESHEARS INC
522-7291
WESTERN STATES PETROLEUM ASSOCIATION
661-321-0884
VALLEY PACIFIC PETROLEUM
948-9412
VAN DE POL PETROLEUM
667-0236
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Merced County business Member Directory
SUPPORT FARM BUREAU BUSINESS MEMBERS

To be included in This business direcTory, join The Merced counTy FarM bureau.  call eMily aT 723-3001. 

 INSURANCE
BARLOCKER INSURANCE
383-0220
FLUETSCH & BUSBY INSURANCE
722-1541
DIANE NORTON INSURANCE
357-3626
RICO, PFITzER, PIRES AND ASSOCIATES
854-2000
WALTER MORTENSEN INSURANCE
353-2700
WESTERN VALLEY INSURANCE
826-5667
WINTON IRELAND INSURANCE
394-7925

FINANCIAL SERVICES
ALICE B. CONTRERAS CPA
722-6778
AMERICAN AG CREDIT
384-1050/826-0320
CENTRAL VALLEY COMMUNITY BANK
725-2820
FARMERS & MERCHANT BANK
626-4100
GRIMBLEBY COLEMAN CPAS
527-4220
TRANS COUNTY TITLE COMPANY
383-4660
YOSEMITE FARM CREDIT
383-1116

GROUPS & ORGANIZATIONS
BLUE DIAMOND GROWERS
559-474-2996
CALIFORNIA SWEET POTATO GROWERS
394-7935
CALIFORNIA WOMEN FOR AGRICUL-
TURE
723-5878
CENTRAL CA IRRIGATION DIST.
826-1421
CORTEz GROWERS ASSOCIATION
632-3118
DOS PALOS COOP GIN
387-4151
FARMERS RICE COOPERATIVE
(916) 923-5100
GUSTINE DRAINAGE DISTRICT
854-6782
HILLTOP RANCH INC
874-1875
LIVINGSTON FARMERS ASSOC
394-7941
MERCED BOOSTERS 
761-0815
MERCED IRRIGATION DISTRICT
722-5761
TURLOCK IRRIGATION DISTRICT
883-8205
MERCED COLLEGE AG DIVISION
384-6250

SOLAR
COLDWELL SOLAR
259-9260

MISCELLANEOUS
AMARANTS PROPANE SERVICE
358-2257
BERLINER COHEN LLP
385-0700
CALIFORNIA FARMLAND TRUST 
916-544-2712
EAC ENGINEERING INC
664-1067
HAT SOURCE
357-3424
MERCED COUNTY FAIRGROUNDS
722-1506
P. B. IYER M.D.
854-1120
QUEEN ANNE’S GARDEN NURSERY
358-3875
SANTA FE PET HOSPITAL
383-5050
UNWIRED BROADBAND
(559) 336-4157

An important part of your farm 
or ranch policy is the protection it 
offers for damage to farm or ranch 
buildings and structures. These 
buildings must be listed on your 
policy to be covered.
In addition to barns, stables, pens, 

confinement buildings and sheds, 
other outbuildings include cold 
storage structures, rice dryers, nut 
hullers, packing houses, prune 
dehydrators and potato storage 
sheds, for example.
Coverage for farm buildings 

includes:
•Water pumps, motors and other 

outdoor equipment used for the 

operation of the building
•Furniture, fixtures, 

machinery and equipment 
– pertaining to the use of 
the building – located in, 
on or within 100 feet of 

the building
Also talk to your agent about:
•Insuring your farm buildings for 

replacement cost or actual cash 
value
•The Causes of Loss (Broad, Basic 

or Special) for which you want to 
insure
•How much deductible to carry. A 

higher deductible may lower your 
premium, but you would have to 
pay more in the event of a loss.
•The current values of your farm 

buildings
Under certain conditions, 

AgriChoice® may also provide 
coverage for collapse of farm 

buildings.
Extended coverage for new farm 

buildings
If you add a new barn, shelter or other 

confinement building, AgriChoice 
extends your coverage of up to 
$100,000 for 60 days (beginning 
when the building materials are 
delivered) or until your next renewal 
date. When your policy is about to 
renew, discuss the values of any new 
structures with your agent to be sure 
you’re properly insured.
Don’t forget the fixtures
The AgriChoice policy provides 

coverage for equipment breakdown 
and mechanical failure of fixtures 
or systems built into farm buildings. 
Be sure your agent is aware of the 
values of all fixtures, systems and 
equipment associated with your 
barns or other structures.
Nationwide has been protecting 

agriculture for more than 100 
years, including commercial 
agribusinesses. For more information 
contact your local Nationwide agent 
or visit nationwide.com/business/
agribusiness.
Farm and ranch products are 

not available in: Alaska, Florida, 
Hawaii, Louisiana, Massachusetts, 
New Jersey and Oklahoma.
Products underwritten by 

Nationwide Agribusiness Insurance 
Company, Farmland Mutual 
Insurance Company, Allied 
Property and Casualty Insurance 
Company and AMCO Insurance 
Company. Products and discounts 
not available to all persons in all 
states. Nationwide, the Nationwide 
N and Eagle and Nationwide is 
on your side are service marks 
of Nationwide Mutual Insurance 
Company. © 2019 Nationwide.

Understanding your outbuilding insurance options
The following information is provided by Nationwide, the #1 farm and ranch insurer in the U.S.*
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Shannon Pump Co.
Call 

723-3904
CHILDS AVENUE

GERARD AVENUE

MISSION AVENUE
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 59Stanislaus Farm 

Supply

723-0704

Merced County 
Farm Bureau723-3001

Agri-Valley Irrigation Inc.384-8494

KellogsSupply722-1501

Kirby 
Manufacturing

723-0778

Serving Stanislaus & 
Merced Counties

8016 Winton Way, Winton

Since 1986
•State of the Art Equipment

•80’ Truck Scale
•Maximized Returns

•Owner Operated

New for 2012
•Inshell line complete with 

Satake color sorter
•High Capacity dryer for bin 

or bulk loads

Peter Verdegaal 
209-628-1008

Office 
209-356-0210

Valley Pacific 

Petroleum 

948-9412

We carry RedDOT & DTAC
Fully stocked parts department 

Hoses built on site 

AC King
a division of 

RedDOT DTAC

209-722-3558
You Call   We Come! . . . 

Serving your Agricultural, Trucking,
Automotive, and Heavy Duty needs



AND
STEEL

DISTRIBUTOR OF:
CULVERT•ANGLE•CHANNEL
FLATS•PIPE•PLATE•SHEETS•ROOFING•
CONCRETE REINFORCING BAR•
SQUARE/RECTANGULAR TUBE•TOOL BAR

ACE PIPE

MCFB FARM  AND  RANCH CONNECTION

Sales & Service
 Vertical turbines Domestic pumps

   End suction booster pumps  Sewage & stormwater pumps 
Multi-stage pumps prefabricated booster systems for domestic, 
process & landscape requirements.  

Special metallurgy for all types of fluids. 
 In-house machine shop

All popular brands - HazMat 40HR Certified Techs
LICENSED, INSURED AND BONDED

SERVING THE INDUSTRY FOR OVER 
50 YEARS

(209) 723-3904

Problem
Weed

Specialist

WEED CONTROL
“We Use Environmentally Safe 

Proven Methods.”
RESIDENTIAL
   AGRICULTURAL
       COMMERCIAL
           INDUSTRIAL

Discing & Clean-up - Pre-Asphalt Application
Call Us First! 209 723-2161

est. 1973

Frasier Irrigation
Since 1962

7602 W. Azusa, Dos Palos 
209-387-4202

“We have what fits 
your needs”

Engines and Pumps
Irrigation Fittings 
Return Systems
Design & Installation
Mainline
Gaskets

Used Pipe for Sale
Drip & Micro Systems

Tape for Row Crop
Sprinkler Pipe

Gated Pipe
PVC

Specializing in:
• Agricultural Land 
• Transitional Land
• 1031 exchanges
• Cattle Ranches
• Recreational/Hunting

JIM WATSON

California’s Leading Farm & Ranch Property Specialists

jwatson@pearsonrealty.com

FOR  A FREE  CONSULTATION
PLEASE CONTACT: 

RANCH & FARM LANDS DEPARTMENT

OVER 15 YEARS 
EXPERIENCE & SERVICE

Merced Office 209.378.2300 Cell 209.349.2225

24 Years of Professionalism
WEED CONTROL

“We Use Environmentally Safe 

Problem
Weed

Specialist

RESIDENTIAL
   AGRICULTURAL
       COMMERCIAL
           INDUSTRIAL

Discing & Clean-up - Pre-Asphalt Applica-
Call Us First! 209 723-2161

est. 1973

Owner/Operators
Aaron Martella, Kevin Chiesa, Ron Martella

-Full Service Available
-From Field to Buyer

-80’ Truck Scale
-Almond Drying Available

*For Your Convenience*

2100 Geer Road, Hughson
(209) 883-4819   Fax (209) 883-0819

Towing Services
Roadside Assistance
Flat Tire Changes
Lockouts & Jumpstarts

•
•
•
•

AG
Towing 

Ray’s Gardening 
678-3189

445-8503

Fuel Transferring
Winching
Car Wreck Towing
Residential Transportation

•
•
•
•

24/7 Towing Services 

Towing Services
Roadside Assistance
Flat Tire Changes
Lockouts & Jumpstarts

•
•
•
•

AG
Towing

Ray’s Gardening 
678-3189

209-445-8503

Fuel Transferring
Winching
Car Wreck Towing
Residential Transportation

•
•
•
•

24/7 Towing Services 

Please pick an advertisement and check that all information is correct .If you would like an dif-
ferent design please provide one or inform us of the corrections you would like. 

Once you have made your decision your ad will be published in the Merced County Farm News. 
If you have any questions please contact Emily at 209-723-3001 or ecoate@mercedcountyfarm-
bureau.org 

Signature
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Samples must be collected using proper methods, chain of custody, and quality assurance protocols

Analysis of samples must be conducted by an ELAP certified lab

Monitoring data must be submitted electronically to the State Water Resources Control Board GeoTracker database by the testing laboratory

If the sample exceeds the drinking water standard for nitrates, the member must provide notice to users within 10 days

Notice to users must be given using a copy of the Drinking Water Notification Template

The template must be signed and submitted to the Central Valley Water Board and retained by the member certifying notice has been given to 
users

NEW WELL REGULATIONS
WHAT THEY MEAN TO YOU

STARTING JAN 1, 2019, EAST SAN JOAQUIN WATER QUALITY COALITION MEMBERS MUST CONDUCT ANNUAL DOMESTIC WELL SAMPLING
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Your local Farm Bureau has partnered with Anteris Agronomics to provide our members with a discounted service to comply with these regulations.

Merced County Farm Bureau (559) 472-6415
mercedfarmbureau.org anterisag.com

OCTOBER 10, 2019
FARM2U
VOLUNTEERS NEEDED8t
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The 2019  FARM2U Day is scheduled for Thursday, October 10, 2019 at the Merced Fairgrounds. 
During this event third-graders from Merced County will participate in an educational day where 
they will have a chance to learn firsthand about agriculture and nutrition.

We are currently looking for presenters to showcase plants, 
animals and farm machinery and additional 
volunteers to assist with students and teachers 
who will be visiting during the event.

To participate please contact:

Merced County Farm Bureau
PO Box 1232
Merced, CA  95341
Office: 209.723.3001
Fax: 209.722.3814
bramos@mercedfarmbureau.org


